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Sun Valley Watershed BackgroundSun Valley Watershed Background
• 2,800 acres (4.4 square 

miles)

• Tributary to the Los 
Angeles River

• Highly Urbanized

• Active Gravel Mines 
and Landfills

• Numerous Auto-
dismantling Operators

•Other Commercial and 
Industrial Land Uses



FloodingFlooding



FloodingFlooding



Traditional, Single Purpose ApproachTraditional, Single Purpose Approach

Storm Drains to 
Reduce Flooding



Developing New, Multipurpose SolutionsDeveloping New, Multipurpose Solutions

Pan Pacific ParkPan Pacific Park



Working Together: StakeholdersWorking Together: Stakeholders

Sun Valley Watershed Stakeholders Group Mission Statement:

“...solve the local flooding problem while retaining all 
stormwater runoff from the watershed, increasing water 
conservation, recreational opportunities, and wildlife habitat, 
and reducing stormwater pollution.”



Over 65 Members At the TableOver 65 Members At the Table
•LACDPW

•CALFED•TreePeople

•City Rec. & Parks

•Watermaster

•City of L.A.

•LADWP

•Vulcan Materials

•LAUSD

•City of Burbank •Elected Officials

•RWQCB •Property Owners

•Community Groups
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Our Urban Situation: ProblemsOur Urban Situation: Problems
Flooding Decreasing Water Supply



Our Urban Situation: ProblemsOur Urban Situation: Problems

Increased Air Pollution

Increased Water Pollution



Our Urban Situation: ProblemsOur Urban Situation: Problems

- Lack of Recreational 
Opportunities

- Lack of Aesthetics

- Lack of Wildlife

Photos from Rio L.A.



Innovative ApproachInnovative Approach

• Flooding

• Storwater 
Pollution

• Air 
Pollution

• Lack of 
Aesthetics

• Lack of 
Wildlife

SolutionSolutionMultipurposeMultipurposeWATERSHED WATERSHED 
MANAGEMENTMANAGEMENT

• Lack of Recreational 
Opportunities

• Decreasing Water 
Supply



Sun Valley WatershedSun Valley Watershed



Sun Valley Watershed Stakeholders Sun Valley Watershed Stakeholders 
Group Mission StatementGroup Mission Statement

The mission of the Sun Valley Watershed Stakeholders 
Group is to solve the local flooding problem while 
retaining all stormwater runoff from the watershed, 
increasing water conservation, recreational opportunities, 
and wildlife habitat, and reducing stormwater pollution.



Interim SuccessInterim Success

Interim Success; 
Driveway



Progress We Can Celebrate

• Rainy season shuttle 
service at four Sun 
Valley elementary 
schools



Funding SourcesFunding Sources

•LACDPW 

•CALFED

• MTA

•Murray-Hayden

•AQMD

•DWP

•Propositions 12, 13, 40, and 50
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Traditional vs. Multipurpose ProjectsTraditional vs. Multipurpose Projects



Sun Valley Watershed Phase I ProjectsSun Valley Watershed Phase I Projects
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Steam PlantSteam Plant

Retains, treats, and infiltrates/stores onsite runoff



Steam PlantSteam Plant

Retains, treats, & infiltrates/stores onsite & offsite runoff



CalMatCalMat PitPit

Dronfield Ave

Glenoaks Blvd Peoria
 St



From Pit…From Pit…



…To Park…To Park



Examples: Examples: Butchart Butchart GardensGardens



Examples: Marina ParkExamples: Marina Park



Gravel Processing PlantGravel Processing Plant

San Fernando Rd

Bradley Ave

Tuxfo
rd St



Gravel Processing PlantGravel Processing Plant

• Capture and 
Reuse Water

•Reduce Flooding 
at San Fernando 
and Tuxford



““TuxfordTuxford Green”Green”

San Fernando Rd
Tuxfo

rd St



““Tuxford Tuxford Green”Green”

Flooding hotspot



Recent Light Storm (11/8/02)Recent Light Storm (11/8/02)



““TuxfordTuxford Green”Green”

Underground 
storage tanks

Landscaping

Reduced 
flooding at 
intersection



““TuxfordTuxford Green”Green”



Park Pilot ProjectPark Pilot Project
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Park Pilot ProjectPark Pilot Project
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Middle SchoolMiddle School

Ability to store and recycle 
water for landscaping.

Opportunity to green the 
school and decrease water 
and electricity usage.

Opportunity for education 
program and tree planting.



Middle SchoolMiddle School

Quad beforeSports field before

Sports field after Quad after
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Sun Valley Watershed Management PlanSun Valley Watershed Management Plan



Sun Valley Watershed Management PlanSun Valley Watershed Management Plan

The mission of the Sun Valley Watershed Stakeholders 
Group is to solve the local flooding problem while retaining 
all stormwater runoff from the watershed, increasing water 
conservation, recreational opportunities, and wildlife 
habitat, and reducing stormwater pollution.



Alternative Analysis ProcessAlternative Analysis Process
Opportunities Identified throughout watershedOpportunities Identified throughout watershed
22 alternatives considered22 alternatives considered
–– Each alternative contains a different set of Each alternative contains a different set of 

components to reach goals of mission statement.components to reach goals of mission statement.
Alternatives narrowed down to sixAlternatives narrowed down to six
Alternatives narrowed down to fourAlternatives narrowed down to four
–– Current stage in processCurrent stage in process

Determine costs and benefits of each Determine costs and benefits of each 
alternativealternative
Choose preferred alternativeChoose preferred alternative



Project OpportunitiesProject Opportunities

Powerline Easements Schools & Parks

Gravel Pits Homes & Commercial Sites



Project ComponentsProject Components
Project Component ExampleProject Component Example

Terraced Soccer Fields

Hydroseeded Slopes
(native grasses)

Top of Dike

Access Road



Project Component ExamplesProject Component Examples

Infiltration 
under parking lots

Storage and infiltration 
under powerlines

Backyard cisterns



Project Component ExampleProject Component Example
Existing Gravel Pit in Sun ValleyMultipurpose Stormwater Retention Facility - Fresno Little League Park



LA County DPW Vision:  Sun Valley Pilot Project moves one 
step beyond TreePeople’s Hall House

Click on screen for video clip



Project Components ExampleProject Components Example

Existing Gravel Pit in Sun Valley

Wetland and 
nature area



Example Overall AlternativeExample Overall Alternative



Preliminary Cost Benefit AnalysisPreliminary Cost Benefit Analysis

$

Traditional Multipurpose

Costs
Benefits

Multipurpose Benefits:Multipurpose Benefits:
Flood ControlFlood Control $48 M$48 M
Water ConservationWater Conservation $32 M$32 M
Pollution ReductionPollution Reduction $71 M$71 M

Other benefits not quantified:Other benefits not quantified:
Additional Recreational AreasAdditional Recreational Areas
Energy Conservation Energy Conservation 
Improved Air Quality Improved Air Quality 
Additional Wildlife HabitatAdditional Wildlife Habitat

Multipurpose Costs:Multipurpose Costs:
$100 $100 -- 150 M150 M



Funding for Traditional ApproachFunding for Traditional Approach



Metropolitan Water District
Department of Water Resources
LADWP

Potential Funding Partners forPotential Funding Partners for
Multipurpose ApproachMultipurpose Approach
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Engaging the Community

Outreach and Education 

for the Sun Valley 

Watershed Retrofit Project



TreePeople’s Task

• Educate the public about watershed issues and 
alternatives

• Promote a sustainable solution 

• Involve you in the decision-making process

• Give you assistance to help you make a difference 
in your community!



Assessing Watershed Literacy

Pre-project polling established a baseline

Post-outreach polling will measure success

Percent Familiar With Each Term
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Watershed Ecosystem Water Cycle

Yes
11%

No
89%

Awareness of “New Effort to 
Address the Flooding Problem”



Baseline Polling

Statement: Much Of The Water Supply For Your Area Comes From 
Northern California.
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Agree Disagree Not Sure

Somewhat
Strongly

Women are more likely to be unsure about this than men:  32 percent of women are not sure, compared to 
22 percent of men.  Homeowners (66%) are more aware of Northern California as a source of water than 
renters (54%).  Men over age 55 (87%) are far more aware than younger residents or older women.



Spreading The Word

Watershed Events

a quarterly newsletter

in English & Spanish



Educational Brochure
English & Spanish versions

General watershed awareness  

• What is a watershed?

• Why does it matter to you?

• the Bay-Delta/So Cal connection

The Sun Valley project

• Sustainable watershed management

• Potential benefits to the community

• Get involved



In-School Education

• Classroom  presentations

• Student activity booklets

• Environmental service learning 

Projects



Broadous Elementary SchoolBroadous Elementary School



a Green Team proposes…a Green Team proposes…



Shading the Shading the 
AC units benefits:AC units benefits:

School districtSchool district

Power companyPower company

Students & teachersStudents & teachers

NeighborsNeighbors



Stormwater TreatmentStormwater Treatment

installation funded by installation funded by 
L.A. Department of L.A. Department of 
Water & PowerWater & Power

& Groundwater Recharge& Groundwater Recharge



Trees, grass, and mulchTrees, grass, and mulch



Multipurpose, Multiple BenefitsMultipurpose, Multiple Benefits
Infiltration occurs beneath new playing fieldInfiltration occurs beneath new playing field



Educating at Community Events

TreePeople has 
years of 
experience in 
community 
outreach, 
neighborhood 
organization, and 
education on 
environmental 
issues.
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Public ScopingPublic Scoping
for thefor the

Sun Valley  Watershed Management PlanSun Valley  Watershed Management Plan
Draft ProgramDraft Program

Environmental Impact Report (EIR)Environmental Impact Report (EIR)



DefinitionsDefinitions

CEQA CEQA -- California Environmental Quality ActCalifornia Environmental Quality Act

EIR EIR -- Environmental Impact ReportEnvironmental Impact Report

NOP NOP -- Notice of PreparationNotice of Preparation

IES IES -- Initial Environmental StudyInitial Environmental Study



CEQA Review is Required for Public ProjectsCEQA Review is Required for Public Projects

CEQA Objectives Include:CEQA Objectives Include:

Disclose ImpactsDisclose Impacts
Prevent Environmental DamagePrevent Environmental Damage
Disclose Agency DecisionsDisclose Agency Decisions
Enhance Public ParticipationEnhance Public Participation
Foster Intergovernmental CoordinationFoster Intergovernmental Coordination



Public Involvement is an Essential Public Involvement is an Essential 
Feature of CEQAFeature of CEQA

Responsible
and

Trustee
Agencies

Los Angeles
County

Lead Agency

Concerned
Citizens

and
Organizations



A A ProgramProgram EIR Considers Overall EIR Considers Overall 
Impacts of a Group of Related ActionsImpacts of a Group of Related Actions

The components of The components of 
the Watershed the Watershed 
Management Plan Management Plan 
constitute a series of constitute a series of 
actionsactions

Allows Tiered CEQA Allows Tiered CEQA 
review processreview process



EIR ProcessEIR Process
Initial Study and NOPInitial Study and NOP

Public and Agency ReviewPublic and Agency Review

Draft EIRDraft EIR

Final EIRFinal EIR

Public and Agency ReviewPublic and Agency Review

Certification of Final EIRCertification of Final EIR

Agency Decision on the ProjectAgency Decision on the Project



Documents Can Be Reviewed At:Documents Can Be Reviewed At:

Local LibrariesLocal Libraries
oror

www.sunvalleywatershed.orgwww.sunvalleywatershed.org



EIR Discussion Will Include:EIR Discussion Will Include:
Water Resources ImpactsWater Resources Impacts

Surface Water Quality Project BenefitsSurface Water Quality Project Benefits

Groundwater QualityGroundwater Quality
Potential ImpactsPotential Impacts



ConstructionConstruction--Related ImpactsRelated Impacts

NoiseNoise

Air QualityAir Quality

TrafficTraffic



Other Environmental Impact TopicsOther Environmental Impact Topics

Geology, Soils, Geology, Soils, 
SeismicitySeismicity

Cultural ResourcesCultural Resources

Biological ResourcesBiological Resources

RecreationRecreation

Land UseLand Use

AestheticsAesthetics

Energy and UtilitiesEnergy and Utilities



Written Comments on EIR Scope are due Written Comments on EIR Scope are due 
by December 10, 2002by December 10, 2002

Send Comments To:Send Comments To:

Vik BapnaVik Bapna
Los Angeles County DPWLos Angeles County DPW

Watershed Management DivisionWatershed Management Division
P.O. Box 1460P.O. Box 1460

Alhambra, CA   91802Alhambra, CA   91802
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